Il6                     WHAT ARE THE JEWS

the Player-Queen in Hamlet^ are made suspect by too
much emphasis. " The Lady doth protest too much^
methinks." Others call themselves national Jews and
seek the establishment of a " Jewish national home-
land". These Jews, by their "racialism5* or
<c nationalism % obscure the real significance in being
a Jew, which is religious*

Thus Christians who are very attached to their
religion and Jews who are completely detached from
theirs unite in promoting a secular view of Jewish
life and of the Jewish people* There is not the
slightest justification for it in history; it is com-
pletely new. For some thirty centuries the Jews have
been a community in religion; they were never con-
ceived otherwise before the modern Zionist move-
ment. During the nineteenth century a group of
Jews arose who, influenced by the secularism and
nationalism in the life of Europe, interpret Jewish
life in secular national terms and give it a corre-
sponding aim. Not all the Jews working for the
establishment of a Jewish nation in Palestine are
a-religious; but secularism has been largely respon-
sible for the modern Jewish nationalist movement;
those wielding the greatest power in it are secularists,
and to most of its adherents the movement is secularist
in its ideology and aims. Because of its very secular*